
Is the activity a systematic investigation designed 
to develop or contribute to generalizable 

knowledge?

Determine which 
application is needed.

Yes.  This is 
research.  

No. This is not 
research.

Does research involve a living person 
about whom you will obtain 

information or biospecimens through 
interaction or interventions with that 
person?  And if so, will you use, study, 

or analyze that information or 
biospecimens?  

NOTE:  If the study only uses publicly 
available anonymized data respond 

“No.”

No. 
This is not research on 

human subjects.  You do not 
need IRB review.

Yes.
This is research on 
human subjects.

Exampl es  of Exempt studies  that we 
comm only se e at Shawne e State 
include , but are not li mited to:
     1.  Re se arch in e stabl ishe d or  
         comm only-acce pte d 
         educati ona l settings,   
         involving norma l educati on
         practice s.
     2.  Anonymous surve ys and 
         educati ona l tests .

See  the  Exempt Re view  Appl ication f or  
studi es  that mee t Exe mpt revie w 
status a ccordi ng to Exem pt revie w 
procedure s in 4 5 CFR §46.110 .

Exempt Review

Full Review

End

End.
See OHRP link for 

additional guidance.

Yes.
Submit Exempt 

Review 
Application.

No.
Does it qualify for 
Expedited Review?

Studies  el igible  for Expedited re view :

     1.  Invol ve mini mal  ri sk to 
         subjects , i f the subje cts  are  
         adults  and not part of a
         vulnera ble populati on.   The
         mi nimal  risk should incl ude
         no greate r risk tha n w hat is
         experi enced during norma l, 
         eve ryday activit ie s.

     2.  Ha ve no risk to subje cts f rom
         a vulne rable popula ti on.

Studies  requiri ng Full  revie w include:

     1.  Mi nimal  risk to a  subje ct
         from  a vulnerabl e 
         population.

     2.  Greater than m inima l risk to
         any subject.

Yes.
Submit Expedited 

Review 
Application.

No.
Complete a Full 

Review 
Application.

NOTE:  Refer to the Office of Human Research Protection (OHRP) Decision Trees for additional 

information and definitions at

https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/regulations-and-policy/decision-charts-2018/index.html

Expedited Review

End

End

End
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