SSU Celebration of Scholarship 	Dean’s Award	GRADUATE paper
	Title of paper
	Thesis/problem statement 
	Development of ideas
	Evidence
(research support)
	Correct use of style format per discipline




	Written expression
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Rater:
NOTE:  If paper meets criteria for research, evidence of IRB approval required 
Graduate Paper RUBRIC 
	Thesis or problem statement
	0-5 points
Thesis or problem statement is present but lacking key elements and/or is poorly developed or missing as anchor for the paper/research project
	6-8 points
Thesis or problem statement is present with minor errors in logic, clarity and/or connection to the purpose of the paper/research project
	9-10 points
Thesis statement is clearly articulated, with logic/reasoning that supports rationale for the paper/research project

	Development of ideas/concepts/
Research questions that relate to thesis or problem statement
	0-19 points
Limited development of concepts/ideas related to topic and/or thesis/problem statement; and/or lack of clarity to explain/support the topic and goal of the paper/research project 
	20-24 points
Adequate development of concepts/ideas related to the topic and/or thesis/problem statement; content clearly explains/support the topic and goal of the paper/research project
	28-30 points
Excellent development of concepts/ideas related to the topic and/or thesis/problem statement; discussion reflects breadth and depth of the topic and effectively addresses the goal of the paper/research project

	Synthesis of literature (depth, breadth, and logical coherence)
*if research project, includes methods, results, conclusions (depending on project aim)
	0-20 points
Major errors in appraising literature; fails to connect synthesis to stated thesis and/or research question; lacking logical arguments that address gaps and/or inconsistencies in the literature on the topic; major inaccuracies in communicating research design and/or methods and/or results; discussion or conclusion is weak and/or poorly developed
	21-29 points
Adequate appraisal of selected sources; sources are recent and relevant and represent primary sources that generally addresses thesis/problem statement/research question(s) posed; errors present in logical arguments supporting and/or refuting aspects of the evidence are made; does not identify gaps and/or inconsistencies in the literature and/or explanation is overly broad and lacking specificity; if research project, synthesis reflects general understanding of research design and methods; issues with results and/or discussion may be present (broad/vague presentation of findings and/or discussion of results and relevance project
	30-35
Critical appraisal of selected evidence clearly and directly addresses thesis/problem statement/research question(s) posed; logical arguments supporting and/or refuting aspects of the evidence are made; gaps and/or inconsistencies in the literature are identified and explained; if research project, synthesis reflects a solid and accurate understanding of research design and methods; results and discussion are clearly and accurately presented; implications of the study and/or exploration of the topic are relevant to field/discipline 

	APA* format (accuracy and consistency)
*or other style appropriate to discipline (MLA, etc)
	0-6 points
Significant (10+) APA* errors detract from content of paper
	7-8 points
6 or more APA* formatting errors in the paper
	9-10 points
Minimal (<6) to no errors using APA* format in all aspects of the paper

	Written expression (clarity, organization, grammar, spelling)
	0-8 points
Major problems with clarity of written expression and/or organization; significant grammar and/or spelling errors present
	9-12 points
written expression adequate; minor issues with flow and clarity; minor spelling and/or grammar errors present
	13-15 points
written expression flows well, clearly articulates claims, uses third person, active voice effectively, no grammar or spelling errors



