RESOLUTION F09-26

APPROVAL OF POLICY 5.48
MISBRANDED MEAT AND EGG PRODUCTS

WHEREAS, Ohio House Bill 10 of the 136" General Assembly requires each state
institution of higher education to adopt a policy to prevent the purchase of cultivated-protein
food products and food misbranded as a meat or egg product; and

WHEREAS, Policy 5.48 Misbranded Meat and Egg Products, attached hereto and
incorporated herein by reference, states that the University may not purchase cultivated-protein
products for institutional meal programs, and University departments may not procure
misbranded imitation meat or egg products using University funds; and

WHEREAS, Policy 5.48 Misbranded Meat and Egg Products, in accordance with Ohio
House Bill 10, clarifies that the University may purchase cultivated-protein food products or
food misbranded as a meat or egg product for research purposes; and

WHEREAS, Policy 5.48 Misbranded Meat and Egg Products has been recommended
by the President for approval;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Trustees of Shawnee State
University approves Policy 5.48.

(April 17, 2026)
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1.0 PURPOSE

This policy establishes institutional requirements to ensure compliance with Ohio law
governing the labeling, purchase, and use of alternative protein, imitation meat, and
imitation egg products, consistent with Ohio House Bill 10 of the 136™ General Assembly
and the Ohio Revised Code.

2.0 SCOPE OF AUTHORITY

2.1 This policy applies to:

2.1.1

2.1.2

213

2.1.4

2.15

All University culinary, dining, and catering services;

All departments purchasing food products for institutional use;
All campus retail food operations;

Any University-sponsored meal programs;

All employees involved in food procurement, preparation, or distribution.

3.0 DEFINITIONS

3.1 For the purposes of this policy:

311

312

Cultivated-protein product. A food having one or more sensory attributes
that resemble a type of tissue originating from an agricultural food animal,
but that, in lieu of being derived from meat processing, is derived from
manufacturing cells in which one or more stem cells are initially isolated
from an agricultural food animal, are grown in vitro, and may be
manipulated, as part of a manufacturing operation.

Qualifying Meat Term. A word, compound word, or phrase that would
clearly disclose to a reasonable purchaser of meat products from a food
processing establishment that a food is not a meat product. "Qualifying meat
term" includes cell-cultivated, cell-cultured, fake, grown in a lab, imitation,
insect, insect-based, insect-protein, lab-created, lab-grown, meat free,




POLICY NO. 548 PAGE NO.2 OF 3

meatless, plant, plant-based, vegan, vegetable, vegetarian, veggie, or a
comparable word or phrase as approved by the department.

313 Qualifying Egg Term. A word, compound word, or phrase that would
clearly disclose to a reasonable purchaser of egg products from a food
processing establishment that a food product is not an egg product.
"Qualifying egg term" includes fake, imitation, egg-free, plant, plant-based,
vegan, vegetable, vegetarian, veggie, or a comparable word or phrase as
approved by the state Department of Agriculture.

32 To the extent that the Ohio General Assembly may in the future revisedefinitions
used in this policy, the policy shall be deemed to be amended to conform to the
then-existing statutory definition(s).

4.0 MISBRANDED FOOD PRODUCTS

4.1 Meat products. Food is considered misbranded as a meat product if all of the
following apply:

4.1.1 The food is a manufactured-protein food product or contains a
manufactured-protein food product;

4.1.2 The food is offered for sale by a food processing establishment;

4.1.3 A label that is part of or placed on the package or other container storing
the manufactured-protein food product includes an identifying meat term;
and

4.1.4 The label that is part of or placed on the package or other container storing
the manufactured-protein food product does not contain a conspicuous and
prominent qualifying meat term in close proximity to the identifying meat
term.

4.2 Egg products. Food is considered misbranded as an egg product if all of the
following apply:

4.2.1 The food is a fabricated-egg product or contains a fabricated-egg product;
4.2.2 The food is offered for sale or sold by a food processing establishment;

423 A label that is part of or placed on the package or other container storing
the food includes an identifying egg term; and

424 The label that is part of or placed on the package or other container storing
the food does not contain a conspicuous and prominent qualifying egg
term in close proximity to an identifying egg term.
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5.0 PURCHASING RESTRICTIONS

5.1 Shawnee State University shall not purchase cultivated-protein products for
institutional meal programs as defined herein and in section 3715.601 of the
Revised Code.

52 Shawnee State University departments may not procure misbranded imitation
meat or egg products using University funds.

53 All purchasing must comply with applicable state requirements and University
procurement policies.

6.0 RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC EXCEPTIONS

Cultivated protein products as described in this policy may be purchased or used solely
for academic instruction, scientific research, or demonstration purposes, provided such
products are not served as part of a meal program and are clearly identified as research
materials.

7.0  ENFORCEMENT
Shawnee State University is committed to active enforcement of this policy and to

ensuring all procurement and campus food operations comply with applicable Ohio law.

Important Links:
HB 10
https://search-prod.lis.state.oh.us/api/v2/general assembly 136/legislation/hb10/05_EN/pdf/

History
Effective: 04/17/2026
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