
Dr. Jen Scott’s “homemade video quick sheet” for instructing your 

students on your Blackboard site using just your phone 
As instructors shift their courses online, they should keep in mind that learning management 
systems and video conferencing websites like Zoom are about to have a huge increase in traffic, 
which will be a burden on their servers and will likely lead to crashes and accessibility issues. 
We can keep it simple by delivering short videos to our students, supplemented by additional 
materials. 
 
As an example, I (Jen) made this video to review for my students how to write an annotation, 
which is an upcoming assignment in our ENGL 1105 class. Here's the original version on 
YouTube, just so faculty can see an example:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HuR-
VGWukN4& 
 
To make this video, I set up my phone on a shelf in my office, wrote out my material on a steno 
pad, and hit Record. Yes, there is screen casting software available, like Screencast-O-Matic, but 
it took me a lot less time to do it this way and it's closer to what I would actually be doing in the 
classroom! 
 
To keep the file size smaller, which will make the video more accessible to students on limited 
internet access or a data plan, I changed the resolution on the video. On my phone (I use an 
Android device), when I open the video in the Gallery, an Edit icon appears, and from there I 
can change the resolution and re-save it.  
 
Next, I uploaded the video to YouTube using the YouTube app. I added a title and description, 
and I selected the option to have the video be unlisted, which means I can distribute the link to 
whoever needs it but it won't come up if someone searches for it on Google or YouTube. We 
can embed YouTube videos into our course Blackboard sites as well; when you add an Item to a 
page in Blackboard, look for the YouTube logo on the lower left of the editing buttons. 
 
This video and others like it will be embedded within modules I am building within my course 
Blackboard site (see attached screenshots). I'm asking students to do 2 modules per week while 
we're not meeting face-to-face, one that's due Tuesday and one that's due Saturday each week. 
I've also informed students that I'll accept late work because I have students who have limited 
or no internet access at home; we really need to keep this in mind no matter what we use to 
continue our classes in an online format. 
 
Hope this is helpful! 
----- 
I am including screen shots that step you through how and where I put this assignment into 
Blackboard.  
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This link will take you to Jen’s home made video:  

https://youtu.be/xjGWmS6MERU 
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