
SHAWNEE STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

 
Meeting Minutes 

May 3, 2013 
 
 
Call to Order 
 
Chairperson Mooney called the meeting to order at 1:15 p.m. noting the meeting was in 
compliance with RC § 121.22(F).   
 
Roll Call 
 
Members Present: Ms. Melissa Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Robert Howarth, Mr. Dan Mooney, Mr. 

Gary Paine, Ms. Kay Reynolds, Dr. Rita Roberts, Ms. Elizabeth Seif and 
Mr. Christopher Aaron Shaw 

  
Members Absent: None 
 
Approval of the May 3, 2013 Agenda 
 
Mr. Howarth moved and Ms. Reynolds seconded a motion to approve the May 3, 2013 agenda.  
Without discussion, the Board unanimously approved said agenda. 
 
Approval of the January 18, 2013 Board Meeting Minutes 
 
Mr. Mooney noted that in the January 18, 2013 Board Meeting Minutes the call to order time 
was incorrectly stated and should be amended to reflect the correct time of 1:15 p.m.  Ms. Seif 
moved and Mr. Paine seconded a motion to approve the January 18, 2013 Board meeting 
minutes as amended.  Without further discussion, the Board unanimously approved said minutes. 
 
Approval of the March 19, 2013 Executive Committee Meeting Minutes 
 
Ms. Higgs-Horwell moved and Ms. Reynolds seconded a motion to approve the March 19, 2013 
Executive Committee meeting minutes.  Without discussion, the Board unanimously approved 
said minutes. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Academic and Student Affairs Committee – Ms. Melissa Higgs-Horwell, Chair 
 
Ms. Higgs-Horwell reported on behalf of the Academic and Student Affairs Committee.  Ms. 
Higgs-Horwell said the Committee had one action item and several information items.     
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Action Item 
 
Resolution ASA03-13, Rescission of Policy 3.06 (5/21/90) – Student Petition Process 
 
Ms. Higgs-Horwell moved and Dr. Roberts  seconded a motion to approve Resolution ASA03-
13, Rescission of Policy 3.06 (5/21/90) – Student Petition Process.  Ms. Higgs-Horwell said the 
student petition process is addressed through the Student Activities Guidelines, the Student 
Conduct Code, and Student Organization Procedures and Guidelines thus making this policy 
redundant and unnecessary.   
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Information Items 
 
Dr. David Todt, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs, reported on the presentation 
of the Distinguished Teaching Award by the University Faculty Senate, Faculty Affairs and 
Development Committee to Dr. Lavanya Vemsani, Associate Professor, Department of Social 
Sciences.  This award was established by the Board of Trustees many years ago to recognize 
excellence in teaching and along with the recognition includes a $500 award. 

  
Dr. Todt reported on the 2013 Women’s Center James P. Chapman Service Award, which was 
recently presented to Ms. Rita Haider, Director, Center for International Programs and Activities. 
This award was established in 2002.  The Women’s Forum honored Dr. Chapman by naming this 
award after him because of his support of women’s programs while president of Shawnee State 
University.  
 
Mr. Mark Moore, Registrar, reported on SSU graduation statistics.  The 2013 preliminary 
Commencement Report noted 533 total graduates with 12 master degrees, 303 bachelor degrees, 
and 218 associate degrees.  
 
Dr. Mary Oling-Sisay, Vice President for Student Affairs, reported on Shawnee State 
University’s Chapter of the National Honor Society Phi Eta Sigma’s 2013 Installation. The 
ceremony was held Tuesday, April 2, 2013.  There were 94 SSU freshman students inducted into 
the honor society.  These outstanding students must have a 3.5 or better overall GPA in order to 
be invited to join.  There were also faculty members named as Honorary Members of Phi Eta 
Sigma:  Ms. Elizabeth Chrisman, Professor, Department of Health Sciences, Dental Hygiene, 
and Dr. Scott Douthat, Associate Professor, Department of Social Sciences.  
 
Dr. Oling-Sisay reported on the activities of the Student Government Association and Student 
Programming Board. Overall, the SGA supported and sustained over 50 student organizations 
this academic year.  SPB activities included Springfest, a week of social activities for students 
which featured a concert by Neon Trees with special guests Saints of Valory.  As a Community 
Service event, students participated in an event spending two nights in card board boxes outside 
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Massie Hall to raise awareness to homelessness.  SPB also partnered with the Portsmouth 8 
Cinemas for monthly student events.  
 
Education Item 
 
Dr. Todt presented information on the Ohio Board of Regents guidelines for Remediation Free 
Standards using SAT/ACT scores for placement in remedial courses.  A discussion about college 
readiness and Shawnee’s efforts to help underprepared student followed. 
 
Finance and Administration Committee – Ms. Elizabeth Seif, Chair 
 
Ms. Seif reported on behalf of the Finance and Administration Committee and presented five 
action items and several information items.    
 
Action Items 
 
Resolution F04-13, Investment Committee Member 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Mr. Paine seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F04-13, Investment 
Committee Member.  Ms. Seif said this was a reappointment of Mr. Steven Boden to the 
Shawnee State University Investment Committee for a three-year term. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution F05-13, Continuing University Spending Authority 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Dr. Roberts seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F05-13, Continuing 
University Spending Authority.  Ms. Seif said this resolution enables the University to continue 
business at FY13 budget levels into FY14 pending finalization of the legislative process that 
allocates FY14 state funding required for the compilation of FY14 general operating and 
auxiliary budgets. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution F06-13, AY13-14 President’s Authority to Set AY13-14 Undergraduate Tuition and 
Fees 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Mr. Paine seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F06-13, AY13-14 
President’s Authority to Set Undergraduate Tuition and Fees.  Ms. Seif said this resolution 
extends the Board of Trustees’ authority to the President to set AY13-14 undergraduate tuition 
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and generally-applied fees within the established parameters upon the enactment of the relevant 
legislation. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution F07-13, Graduate Tuition 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Ms. Reynolds seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F07-13, AY13-14 
Graduate Tuition.  Ms. Seif said this resolution sets the proposed AY13-14 graduate tuition and 
fees reflecting a 0% adjustment from AY12-13 tuition rates. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution F08-13, AY13-14 Student Course and Miscellaneous Fees 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Dr. Roberts seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F08-13, AY13-14 
Student Course and Miscellaneous Fees.  Ms. Seif said this resolution sets the proposed AY13-
14 course and miscellaneous student fees rates. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution F09-13, SSU Development Foundation Member Appointments 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Mr. Paine seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F05-13, SSU 
Development Foundation Member Appointments.  Ms. Seif said this resolution reflects Shawnee 
State University Development Foundation slate of officers for 2013 and members for the term 
expiring December 31, 2015. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
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Resolution F010-13, Shawnee State University Development Foundation Adoption of Policy 
17.0 and Code of Regulations 
 
Ms. Seif moved and Ms. Reynolds seconded a motion to ratify Resolution F010-13, Shawnee 
State University Development Foundation Adoption of Policy 17.0 and Code of Regulations.   
Ms. Seif said this resolution reflects the Development Foundation’s proposed amendment of the 
SSUDF Code of Regulations, Article III Trustees, Section 2 Representation, by SSUDF 
Resolution 2013.1 and the SSUDF Policy 17.0, concerning funding for the Development effort, 
by SSUDF Resolution 2013.2. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Information Items 
 
Review of Fines and Cost Recovery Charges 
 
In accordance with Policy 4.90, Taxonomy for the Review and Approval of Tuition and Other 
Student Fees, Fines, and Charges, a comprehensive list of AY13-14 fees was reviewed. 
 
Personnel         

  
The following personnel actions were processed in the Department of Human Resources during 
the period of December 29, 2012 through April 12, 2013:   
 
• The Division of Academic Affairs had four faculty appointments - one effective spring 

semester and three effective fall semester; one administrative appointment effective May 6, 
2013;  one administrative change of status effective January 7, 2013; and four faculty 
retirements – one effective May 7, 2013 and three effective June 1, 2013. 
 

• The Division of Finance and Administration had one administrative appointment effective 
February 25, 2013 and one administrative resignation effective March 15, 2013. 

 

• The Division of Student Affairs had three administrative promotions with various effective 
dates and one administrative retirement effective April 1, 2013. 

 
Investment Report  
 
The University’s investment performance report revealed gains for January, February, March 
and April.  With an overall positive adjustment, the portfolio has realized an 11.9% gain in the 
amount of $1,555,616 for the reporting period (July 1, 2012 – April 30, 2013). 
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Capital Projects Status Report  
 
• Administration Building – demolition complete and construction on target to meet July 5, 

2013 completion date. 
 

• Founders Plaza Project – bids have been received and project is scheduled for the May 20th 
Controlling Board meeting for approval. 

 

• 310 Chillicothe – project temporarily on hold. 
 

• Townhouse Roof Project – new 30 year dimensional shingles to be installed with scheduled 
completion by June, 2013. 

 
FY13 General Operating Budget Status Report 
 
An update was given regarding the status of the FY13 general operating budget. 
 
Education 
 
Ms. Malonda Johnson, Assistant Director of Human Resources, provided a briefing on the 
Affordable Care Act and its impact upon SSU. 
 
Executive Committee – Mr. Dan Mooney, Chair 
 
Action Items 
 
Resolution E02-13/F02-13, Approval of Student Residential Housing Rates (Summer 2013 
and AY13-14) and AY13-14 Residential Connectivity Fee and Meal Plan Rates 
 
Mr. Mooney said Resolution E02-13/F02-13 was passed by the Executive Committee and was 
now being presented to the full Board for its consideration.  Ms. Higgs-Horwell moved and Ms. 
Seif seconded a motion to ratify Resolution E02-13/F02-13, Approval of Student Residential 
Housing Rates (Summer 2013 and AY13-14) and AY13-14 Residential Connectivity Fee and 
Meal Plan Rates.   
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution E03-13/F03-13, Investment Policy 1.05 REV 
 
Mr. Mooney said Resolution E03-13/F03-13 was passed by the Executive Committee and was 
now being presented to the full Board for its consideration.  Ms. Reynolds moved and Dr. 
Roberts seconded a motion to ratify Resolution E03-13/F03-13, Investment Policy 1.05 REV. 
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Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 
Roberts, Ms. Seif  

 
Nays: None 
 
President’s Report 
 
The President reported to the Board on the action by the Portsmouth City council permitting the 
University to close 3rd Street.  A timeline has been developed for closing the street before the 
beginning of the Fall 2013 semester.   
 
President Morris congratulated Trustee Kay Reynolds on her election as Vice Chair of the Ohio 
Republican Central Committee. 
 
President Morris introduced the Board to a pilot project entitled the “Success Curriculum” that 
will be available in Fall semester.  The curriculum is based upon recommendations from the 
consultant on the Chancellor’s Plan for SSU and the recommendations of the Admissions 
Standards Task Force.  Dr. Brenda Haas, Dean of the University College, and Mr. Chris Shaffer, 
Director of Institutional Effectiveness, explained the Curriculum and the students that will be 
invited to participate.  A copy of their presentation is attached to these minutes.   
 
Reports, if any, from Board Liaisons with other Organizations 
 
None. 
 
New Business 
 
Action Items 
 
Resolution E04-13, Approval of Policy 5.16REV – President’s Authority University Personnel 
Actions 
 
Mr. Mooney said Resolution E04-13, Approval of Policy 5.16REV gives authority to the 
President to address the University’s new tenure system.  Ms. Reynolds moved and Ms. Higgs-
Horwell seconded a motion to approve Resolution E04-13. 
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution E05-13, 2013/2014 Schedule of Meetings for the Board and its Committees 
 
Mr. Mooney said Resolution E05-13, 2013/2014 Schedule of Meetings for the Board and its 
Committees, sets the calendar for Board meetings.  Mr. Howarth moved and Mr. Paine seconded 
a motion to approve Resolution E05-13. 
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Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Resolution E06-13, Expression of Gratitude and Congratulations to John Carey 
 
Mr. Mooney said Resolution E06-13, Expression of Gratitude and Congratulations to John Carey 
on his appointment as the Chancellor of the Ohio Board of Regents and reflects Shawnee State 
University’s appreciation for his dedication to SSU and to the State of Ohio for his commitment 
to higher education.  Mr. Howarth moved and Mr. Paine seconded a motion to approve 
Resolution E06-13.   
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Comments from Constituent Groups (if any) and the Public 
 
None. 
 
Other Business 
 
Mr. Paine reported on the Association of Governing Board’s annual Trustees’ Conference which 
he and Mr. Howarth attended this year.  Mr. Paine said the information he obtained from 
attending the conference was helpful and informative.   
 
Mr. Mooney asked Mr. Paine, Chair of the Nominating Committee, to present the Board’s slate 
of officers for the upcoming year.  Mr. Paine said the Nominating Committee nominated Ms. 
Higgs-Horwell to serve as Chair of the Board of Trustees and Ms. Reynolds to serve as Vice 
Chair.  Mr. Paine moved and Dr. Roberts seconded a motion to accept these nominations.  The 
Chair called for additional nominations.  Hearing none, the Board voted to approve the 
nominations presented by Mr. Paine.   
 
Ayes: Ms. Higgs-Horwell, Mr. Howarth, Mr. Mooney, Mr. Paine, Ms. Reynolds, Dr. 

Roberts, Ms. Seif  
 
Nays: None 
 
Mr. Mooney congratulated Student Board Member, Mr. Aaron Shaw, on his upcoming 
graduation and presented him with a diploma frame and thanked him for his service to the 
University and the Board of Trustees.  A round of applause followed. 
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