
The Office of Institutional Research and Sponsored Programs 

External Demand Information 
 

The Office of Institutional Research & Sponsored Programs (IRSP) uses a variety of external data sources 

to determine external demand for a program at Shawnee State University (SSU). This information can be 

used to expand an existing program or consider creating a new program that may better serve our 

students. 

 

When considering any program several factors must be considered. 

1. Is the program something unique to SSU within a reasonable geographic distance from campus? 

Examples include Plastics Engineering Technology, digital gaming, and masters of occupational 

therapy. 

2. Is the program something that has undergone a period of relative growth within the last five 

years without deliberate expansion plans? 

3. Is the program something we offer or could offer and is more competitively priced relative to 

peer institutions? 

4. Do external data sources such as the Bureau of Labor Statistics and the state of Ohio indicate a 

clear connection between this major and job potential for Shawnee State graduates? 

 

If a proposed program or expansion of existing program can meet several of these criteria it should be 

considered for creation/expansion. 

 

Methodology for question one 
 

The information to answer this question is primarily gathered from the integrated postsecondary 

education database (IPEDs) administered by the federal department of education. IPEDs contains the 

information for every postsecondary institution in the United States of America and its territories. 

Several of the fields include information about degree completion by students. This information is 

organized by classification of program code better known as CIP code. The office of the registrar at SSU 

maintains a CIP code crosswalk with IPEDs.  

 

It is possible to create a relational database using the most current data from IPEDs in order to 

determine how many graduates from each postsecondary institution in the country have earned a 

particular degree. This database also allows the Office of Institutional Research & Sponsored Programs 

to analyze other attributes of these programs. In order to answer question one, each CIP code is 



analyzed and isolated compared to SSU. The information is consistent nationally and very uniformly 

administered. 

 

The only downside to this methodology is the information is based on degrees awarded by CIP codes. 

This means that a program that is brand-new and has not had the time to graduate a student would not 

be identified. An example of this is the Bachelor of Science in Nursing at SSU. Until there was a graduate 

it appeared this program did not exist as an offering at SSU. This is where other sources of information 

may be required in later stages of analysis to determine the absolute uniqueness of a particular 

program. 

Methodology for question Two 
 

The information for this section comes from internal SSU data sets. The 15th day of the term information 

from fall to fall is the primary source. Secondary sources may include the summer and spring terms. 

Some students at Shawnee State double major, though the percentage is approximately 5%. Therefore, 

in most cases the major one of each student will be used in this analysis. A separate double major report 

will be analyzed and added to the results. If a program is on a natural glide path of growth without 

deliberate internal action and in contrast to enrollment declines campus wide it would be considered a 

strong program. 

 

Methodology for question Three 
 

The information to support this section comes from the same IPEDs database that supports question 

one. Building upon the information from question one other sources of data such as fees and 

institutional cost, net price etc. will be considered as a differentiating factor. An example might be 

actuarial science. The most recent version of this database shows that no program for Actuarial Science 

exists within 60 miles of SSU. Several state institutions offer the program, though there tuition is slightly 

more than that of SSU. There are several private schools in the state of Ohio that offer the program but 

their tuition is four times greater than tuition at SSU. 

 

Methodology for question Four 
 

The information for this section comes from the CIP code crosswalk that the Office of the Registrar at 

SSU uses to classify each major/program at Shawnee State. The information is listed in a six digit code 

format. These six digit codes for majors/programs can be compared to standard occupational codes 

(SOC or OC) maintained by the federal government. The ability to connect these two pieces of 

information allows the Office of Institutional Research & Sponsored Programs to identify job growth and 

wage information for each job maintained in federal databases. This information is used to determine if 

there are job openings within a certain region or state and the rate of pay. 



Occupational Therapy 

 
Executive Summary  

 

Question one 
 

This program is not widely offered at many postsecondary institutions. 

 

 

 

The region near Ohio  



 

 

Ohio  

 

 

 



Question Two  
 

The program has experienced a very high rate of growth. A 200% increase compared to a 5% increase 

for the campus in terms of student headcount.  

 

 

 

  



Question Three  
 

Need  

 

Question Four 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 



 

 

 



 

 


