
Brand Guidelines
Shawnee State University



Shawnee State University // Brand Guidelines

Introduction

entire branding e�ort seeks to define and amplify what those three words truly stand for, 
what you aspire to be, and what you will communicate to the world.  
 

university. And the graphic “S” that sits alongside the University’s name can intentionally 
be interpreted in a number of ways. On first glance, it can be seen as the letter “S” for 

subtly communicate that it sits on the shores of the Ohio River—giving the University a 

journey as well as the forward focus of SSU as an institution. 

Although the logo is very di�erent from SSU’s former symbol, it also manages to achieve 
an almost natural progression that Stamats believes will resonate with prospective 
students, current students, faculty, sta�, and alumni. 

And equally important, the clean, crisp logo goes hand in hand with the Stand Out 

words “Stand Out” both project a definitive, grounded brand that speaks of confidence, 
strength, and quality.
 
Consistent presentation of Shawnee State’s name using this artful logo will help the 

place, people, programs, and heritage—that will endure far into the future. 
 

Institutional logo
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Pantone®

are not intended to match the Pantone® Color Standards; use Pantone® chips for accurate color matching.

Pantone 424

Pantone 281

Full-Color Application

with the mark in Shawnee State blue (Pantone 281) and gray (Pantone 424).

Primary logo
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One-Color Application
While the full-color Shawnee State logo is preferred for use in most cases, a one-color 
version may be more appropriate for certain applications.  For example, apparel, vehicles, 
or signage could be purchased in SSU blue and the logo reproduced in gray or the other 
way around. See marketing pages for examples. Shown below are the acceptable one-color 
applications in which the logo may appear: black, Shawnee State blue (Pantone 281), or 
Shawnee State gray (Pantone 424). A one-color gray logo is not to be printed on a black 
background, and a one-color black logo is not to be printed on a gray background.

Primary logo

Pantone 281

Pantone 424
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Primary logo

Logo reversed 
from Pantone 
blue 281

Reverse Applications: One Color

reversed out in white on a solid, dark background (such as black, Shawnee State blue, 
Shawnee State gray, or photography as shown).

Logo reversed 
from Pantone 
gray 424

Logo reversed 
from a color 
photo. Shown  
here with a light 
drop shadow
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Centered Type and Symbol

a formal note card or invitation.  It can also be used on merchandising items when 
symmetry is important or in situations when space is very restricted such as a classified 

Secondary logo
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To ensure that the Shawnee State logo maintains distinction from all other graphic 
elements, no type, symbols, or marks of any kind should intrude in the clear space area 

safe distance from the edge of a document.

Clear space guidelines

Clear space minimum distance
equal to the S symbol at half size on all sides 
of the logo
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.25”
 (Symbol)

To ensure maximum legibility and impact of the Shawnee State logo, it should not appear 

than .25” or the overall length of the entire logo should be no less than 1.25”.

Minimum size 
guidelines

1.25”
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only when the full university name is not necessary, such as for an internal audience or 
when there is high familiarity with the SSU identity. All the same color and clear space 
guidelines apply to this version of the logo. 

S logo

primary S logo

secondary S logo

secondary S logo
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the University seal has historically represented our campus community in selected 
applications, its use is now restricted exclusively to the O�ce of the President. As such, 
all uses and applications of the Shawnee State University seal must be approved by 
the President for o�cial activities of his o�ce and those of Shawnee State University’s 
Board of Trustees. SSU must build its brand on the shoulders of its heritage, good 
name, and already strong reputation. Our new logo does a powerful job of articulating 
that. It places no barrier between the viewer and the core idea that is Shawnee State 
University, and o�ers our community a more functional, contemporary graphic icon by 
which to be known.

President’s seal
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the Shawnee State University logo.
Improper usage 
guidelines

Do not use the logo in 
any color other than those 
approved in this style guide.

Do not skew, stretch, or 
distort the logo.

Do not alter the size or 
positioning relationship 
between the type and the 
logo.

Do not add other elements 
or symbols of any kind to 
the logo.

Do not add the logo to 
other elements or symbols 
of any kind.

Do not place the logo 
over a busy, distracting 
background.
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Improper usage 
guidelines

Do not use more than one logo on  

athletics logos.

Shawnee State University
2017-2018
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All animated adaptations of any institutional or athletics logo must be pre-approved 

such as television, Web, Power Point, Adobe Acrobat presentations, etc. 

Animation
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screen builds; please refer to the corresponding Pantone, RGB, and CMYK breakdowns 
indicated below.

Color palette

Pantone 281 CVC
Pantone 281 CVU
R: 0 G: 62 B: 126
C: 100 M: 72 Y: 0 K: 32

Pantone 424
R: 126 G: 128 B: 130
C: 0 M: 0 Y: 0 K: 61

Use 61% black when 424 is not available.

SSU  gray 424
SSU  gray 424

SSU gray (61% black)
SSU gray (61% black)

SSU blue 281
SSU blue 281
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Adobe Garamond was selected as the Shawnee State University typeface for its legibility 
and ageless appeal. 

Adobe Garamond Medium
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Example at 10 point: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Adobe Garamond Medium Italic
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Example at 10 point: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam ummy 
nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim.

Adobe Garamond Semi Bold
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Example at 10 point: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi 
enim ad minim veniam.

Adobe Garamond Semi Bold Italic
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Example at 10 point: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat.

Adobe Garamond Bold
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Example at 10 point: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed 
diam ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat.

Adobe Garamond Bold Italic
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ 

Example at 10 point: Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna.

Typography
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News Gothic was selected as the Shawnee State University typeface as it is complimentary 
with the serifed SSU font, Adobe Garamond. Additional weights (not shown) are 
available from most font sources.

News Gothic Medium
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Example at 9 point:

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam ummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 

exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

News Gothic Medium Oblique
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz 
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Example at 9 point:

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam ummy nibh euismod tincidunt 

ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrud 

exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo consequat.

News Gothic Bold
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz  
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Example at 9 point:

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam ummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 

minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip.

News Gothic Bold Oblique
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz  
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Example at 9 point:

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam ummy nibh 

euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 

minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip.

Typography  (continued)
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help serve as “ambassadors” for the brand to external audiences, and help reinforce a 
consistent image for the University in all its communications.

Marketing  
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www.shawnee.edu

Department of Admissions

Admissions@Shawneestate.edu 
740-351-4SSU    800-959-2SSU
940 Second Street    Portsmouth, Ohio 45662-4344

Letterhead
Stationery is the primary means of establishing Shawnee State’s image at the personal 
level. As such, all items in the stationery system follow a consistent format and feature a 
distinguished presentation of the Shawnee State University logo, colors, and typography.

determined by University Printing Services.

To ensure that Shawnee State University’s stationery system meets the brand’s visual 
guidelines, the following typesetting specifications must be met.

Stationery templates

Department name
and contact info
Font: News Gothic 
Point size: 7
Leading: 9
Color: Pantone blue 281 
and gray 424

Web address
Font: News Gothic 
Point size: 8
Color: Pantone blue 281

Example is shown 
at half scale
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John Smith
Associate Vice President Enrollment Management
jsmith@shawnee.edu

740-351-4SSU    800-959-2SSU

940 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662-4344 w

w
w

.s
ha

w
ne

e.
ed

u

Business Card and Envelope

424 and the contact information in gray on the opposite side.

applicable, and contact information printed in SSU gray. Typesetting specifications are as 
follows:

Stationery templates

Department name
and contact info
Font: Adobe Garamond Pro
Point size: 9
Leading: 10
Color: Pantone Gray 424

Name 
Font: News Gothic
Point size: 9
Leading: 10
Color: Pantone Blue 281

Envelope example is shown at half scale

Card example is shown full size

Department of Admissions
940 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662-4344

Contact info should align flush 
left with the Shawnee type on 
all stationery elements.
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Systems
Manager

Shawnee State Univerity has an immediate 
opening for a Systems Manager. Duties 
include Re feuisim zzriure magna facilit 
lutatum ilisim veliscipisi te magnim zzril ullan 
henibh eummy nis ero consectem accum in 
eugait iriurem illa faccum dolore euisit alit 
pratie commolor secte dolore magna feu 
facilis nullandre modiam, quamconsed euisit 
alit pratie commolor secte dolore magna 
feu facilis nullandre modiam, quamconsed 
min ex et adignim.  Qualified candidate 
must magna.

Open to the Public
Posted on: Sept. 26th, 2009 at 2:27 pm Closing 
Date:Nov. 6th, 2009 at 4:30 pm 
Department: Facilities Management 
Appointment Type: Permanent
Competition Number:A09-26

Department of Admissions
940 Second Street
Portsmouth, Ohio 45662-4344

Stationery templates

9 x 12 Envelope 
shown at half scale

Formal invitation or thank 
you card shown with centered 
version of the logo

Limited space application 
showing centered version of 
the logo
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the Shawnee State brand system can extend to wearable merchandise applications that 
promote the University.

Merchandising
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As highly visible and mobile brand extensions, Shawnee State University-owned vehicles 
may be branded with combinations of the Shawnee State University logo.

Vehicles

Car side applications:

front door of a four-door car is usually best. Use supplied artwork and scale as necessary. 
College, department name, or Web address is optional.

Rear applications:
Placement on the rear of the vehicle should reside above the bumper whenever possible. 
Place in a clear and unobstructed area for easy viewing by following cars.
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Vehicles Van side applications:
Arrange the signage as large as possible on the side of the vehicle in a clear and 
unobstructed area. Use supplied artwork and scale as necessary. Web address is optional.

Rear applications:
Placement on the rear of the vehicle should reside above the bumper whenever possible. 
Place in a clear and unobstructed area for easy viewing by following cars.
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promotional application designed to maximize visibility and impact. Recommended 
configurations and colors should be followed exactly.  Also see the branding guide for 
additional acceptable examples.

Signage
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applications designed to maximize visibility and impact. Please note that while the 
illustration does not accurately depict current campus signage, the recommended fonts 
and colors should be followed as closely as possible.

Signage

Campus - South

Massie Hall

Administration

University Center

Visitor Parking

Rhodes Athletic Center

Ri�e Center for the Arts

Clark Memorial Library

James A. Rhodes
Athletic Center

Building names on location signs 
are set in News Gothic, white 
on a gray 424 (or 61% black) 
background.

Type is flush left aligning with the 
S symbol.

Names on large directional signs 
are set in News Gothic, white on 
a gray 424 background.  Type is 
flush left aligning with the type in 
the logo above.

Logo is white on a gray 424 (or 61% black) background



Athletic Logos
and Mascot
Shawnee State University
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Primary logo
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Athletic color
palette

Primary Colors
PRIMARY SECONDARY

Support Colors



Primary Logo

Secondary Logos
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Athletic logos



Color Variations

Black

Shawnee State
Navy

Full Color
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Athletic logos 



Logos with Banner Text

Available Banner Text
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Athletic logos 

Office of Marketing & Communications or 
University Printing Services.



Safe Zones & Minimum Sizes

Minimum Logo Sizes
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Athletic logos 



Compatible Typography
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Athletic fonts
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Athletic logos 
Using Logos on Color Backgrounds
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Athletic logos 
Logo Violations
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Athletic logos 
Retail Applications
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Updated // 2.9.17

Questions?  
Please Contact:

Elizabeth Blevins
Director of Marketing & Communications
Shawnee State University
940 2nd Street
Portsmouth OH  45662
PH: 740-351-3112

?


