
FIRE WATCH PLAN ATTACHMENT TO THE APPROVAL 
2011 OFC sections 1301: 7-7-02, 1301: 7-7-04 and 1301:7-7-24 

  
“Fire watch.” A temporary measure intended to ensure continuous and systematic 
surveillance of a building or portion thereof by one or more qualified individuals for the 
purposes of identifying and controlling fire hazards, detecting early signs of unwanted 
fire, raising an alarm of fire and notifying the fire department    

(1) 403.1 Fire watch personnel. When, in the opinion of the fire code official, it 
is essential for public safety in a place of assembly or any other place where 
people congregate, because of the number of persons, or the nature of the 
performance, exhibition, display, contest or activity, the owner, agent or 
lessee shall provide one or more fire watch personnel, as required and 
approved, to remain on duty during the times such places are open to the 
public, or when such activity is being conducted.     

(a) 403.1.1 Duties. Fire watch personnel shall keep diligent watch for 
fires, obstructions to means of egress and other hazards during the 
time such place is open to the public or such activity is being 
conducted and take prompt measures for remediation of hazards, 
extinguishment of fires that occur and assist in the evacuation of the 
public from the structures.    

(2) 403.2 Public safety plan. In other than Group A or E occupancies, where the 
fire code official determines that an indoor or outdoor gathering of persons 
has an adverse impact on public safety through diminished access to 
buildings, structures, fire hydrants and fire apparatus access roads or where 
such gatherings adversely affect public safety services of any kind, the fire 
code official shall have the authority to order the development of, or prescribe 
a plan for, the provision of an approved level of public safety.    

(a) 403.2.1 Contents. The public safety plan, where required by 
paragraph (C)(2)(403.2) of this rule, shall address such items as 
emergency vehicle ingress and egress, fire protection, emergency 
medical services, public assembly areas and the directing of both 
attendees and vehicles (including the parking of vehicles), vendor and 
food concession distribution, and the need for the presence of law 
enforcement, and fire and emergency medical services personnel at 
the event.  
 

(3) 403.3 Crowd managers. Trained crowd managers shall be provided for 
facilities or events where more than 1,000 persons congregate. The minimum 
number of crowd managers shall be established at a ratio of one crowd 
manager to every 250 persons. Where approved by the fire code official, the 
ratio of crowd managers shall be permitted to be reduced where the facility is 
equipped throughout with an approved automatic sprinkler system or based 
upon the nature of the event.   

If there are any questions or concerns about this attachment, please contact the Division of Industrial 
Compliance at (800) 523-3581. This attachment shall serve with respect to assisting the Fire Authority 
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