Council Minutes 4
Graduate Council Meeting
April 15, 2026
Members Present: Karen Koehler, Jodi Dunham, Doug Darbro, David DeSario, John Whitaker, Marc Scott, Adair Carroll, Terry Hapney, Jim Reneau, Jenifer Pauley, Tami Sheets, Michael Barnhart, Debra Knutson,  and Mikel Stone
Guest: Ebenezer Asiaw, Jason Witherell
	Topics
	Discussions
	Actions

	Roll Call and establishment of a quorum


Minutes of the March Meeting: 












Graduate Faculty Applicants:
None

Proposals:

EDCI--6604:  Advanced Assessment in Curriculum and Instruction

EDCI—6605: Critical Studies in Multicultural Education

EDIS—6250: Nature & Needs of Students with Mild/Moderate Disabilities

EDIS—6252: Accommodations & Technologies for students with Mild/Moderate Disabilities

EDIS--6283: Collaboration & Transition Models-Diverse Families, Schools & Community

EDIS—6311: Assessment & Instructional Planning for Individuals with Mild/Moderate Disabilities

EDIS—6314: Classroom Management & Behavioral Interventions

EDIS—6425: Curriculum & Instruction for K-12 Children with Exceptional Needs

EDIS—6585: Instructional Strategies Internship

EDUC—5501: Cognitive/Motivational Theories

EDUC—5502: Technology Integration Learning

EDUC—5503: Philosophy of Education Professional Ethics

EDUC—5504: Educational Data Analysis

EDUC—5505: Educational Research

EDUC—5506: Capstone Seminar

EDUC—6606: Teachers as Leaders

MSNR—5260: Healthcare Policy, Regulatory Management, and Trends for Professional Nursing Practice

Graduate Certificate in Computer Science


Other Business:

Election of Chair of Graduate Council





Updates:

Possible MS in Math with concentration in Computer Science Artificial Intelligence




OTD Grad Student Bills Incorrect



Possible Masters in Deaf and Blind Teaching Program 





Motion to Adjourn: 4:31 PM
Marc motioned.  Seconded by Mikel.
Unanimously approved
	A quorum was established. The meeting was called to order at 4:03pm by Karen Koehler.  


Karen asked if there were any corrections or comments about the March meeting minutes.  Jennifer Pauley noted that our conversation about the graduate manual in the March meeting was very convoluted and that we need to continue to have discussions about the graduate manual. In particular, she and program directors need to have more discussions especially about budgetary issues.  Karen said that Eric informed her that we were not supposed to table the proposed changes to the graduate manual about graduate assistants, but rather postpone the discussion.   That the proposal is not on today’s agenda but will be brought up in fall 2026 meetings.







Karen noted that we have a lot of new proposals most coming from the school of education.  Karen stated that Jodi is present to answer any questions about those proposals.  Karen said that there was a nursing proposal, and a graduate certificate in computer science that Jason Witherell is available to answer questions about.  Karen then opened the floor to questions and comments about these proposals.  Marc said that the certificate in computer science indicated that the current faculty are teaching a lot of overloads and wondered if the new hires are sufficient.  Jason said that he is hopeful that the new hires will be sufficient to reduce the workload on current computer science faculty.  He noted that the new hires should be able to teach more of the undergraduate offerings which would free up folks like Duane Skaggs to concentrate on graduate teaching.  Jason said that he can teach summer courses but not during the year.  John said the EDIS—6585 said that there is a course is description change in the proposal but that is not marked. Instead, a prerequisite/corequisite change is listed incorrectly.  Jodi said that what John said true and that these changes should be corrected. John said EDUC-6606 proposal should be EDCI-6606. Jodi said should be EDCI-6606.  John asked if in the EDCI—6604 should be a change in course description instead of change in prerequisite/corequisite.  John suggested that in the EDUC—5506 proposal that in the section about describing the course change to include the four-letter course prefixes such as EDUC 5504 and EDUC 5505. Tami agreed and so did Jodi.  John asked about the MSRN -5260 not having any course fees.  Adair explained the reason for the proposal and that this course was combining two other courses.
































Karen asked if anyone was interested in running for chair of the graduate council.  John said that he would run if no one else wanted to be chair. Karen said she will do it for one additional term.

 



Doug announced that he thought that based on the computer science proposal there will be efforts made about exploring a Masters in Math with a concentration in CS AI.

Mikel reported that two OTD students contacted her about their summer tuition bills being incorrect.  Tami responded that those bills have been corrected.

Karen said that she and Doug Sturgeon are looking to expand the teaching of the visually impaired, teaching of the deaf and hard of hearing program, and maybe the deaf/blind certificate lead into a master’s program.  There is student interest in such a program
	



Jim motioned that we accept the March 18, 2026 with the correction of postponing the proposal of the graduate assistant language in the graduate manual. Doug seconded.  Passed Unanimously









Karen made the changes that John suggested to the education proposals.  

Adair motioned to bundle these proposals. Marc seconded. Passed Unanimously.

Adair motioned to accept all the proposals. Terry seconded.  Passed Unanimously.













































John motioned that Karen be the chair of graduate council for the next chair term.  Doug seconded.  Passed Unanimously.





































	Next Graduate Council meeting date:
Respectfully submitted, 

John Whitaker
Graduate School Council Member 
	Sometime in September 

	



