Council Minutes 4
Graduate Council Meeting
February 11, 2026
Members Present: Karen Koehler, Jodi Dunham, Doug Darbro, David DeSario, John Whitaker, Marc Scott, Cathy Bailey, Adair Carroll, Terry Hapney, Jim Reneau, Ann Marie Allen, Jenifer Pauley, Tami Sheets, Michael Barnhart, Debra Knutson, Adam Miller, and Mikel Stone
Guest: Ebenezer Asiaw, Erik Larson
	Topics
	Discussions
	Actions

	Roll Call and establishment of a quorum


Minutes of the November Meeting: 






Graduate Faculty Applicants:

None

Proposals:

MSNR-5340: Health Care Policy, Issues and Trends for the Nurse Educator

EDOM- 6301: Foundations of Orientation & Mobility I

EDOM-6302: Orientation & Mobility with Special Populations

EDOM-6303: Eye Conditions and Sensory Connections

EDOM-6304: Foundations of Orientation & Mobility II

EDOM-6305: Orientation & Mobility Techniques I

EDOM-6306: Orientation & Mobility Techniques II

EDOM-6307: Orientation &Mobility Assessment & Instructional Planning

EDOM-6308: Internship in Orientation & Mobility

MSNR-6130: Nursing Educator Project & Practicum I

MSNR-6135: Nursing Leadership Project & Practicum I

Graduate Certificate in Business Analytics

Graduate Certificate in Entrepreneurship

Graduate Certificate in Management and Organizational Leadership



Policy Proposals:

Updated to UFS Constitution and Bylaws









































Other Business:

None

Updates:

Next Meeting Reminder and Proposal Deadline










Graduate Council Chair Election






























Jen Scott’s Spring Term Replacement

New Assistant Director for Graduate and Online Admissions 



















Motion to Adjourn: 4:41 PM
John motioned.  Seconded by Mikel
Unanimously approved
	A quorum was established. The meeting was called to order at 4:03pm by Karen Koehler.  


Karen asked if there were any corrections to the November meeting minutes and there were none.   











Karen said that the MSNR 5340 was submitted for revision payment. She asked if there were any questions about that proposal and there were none.

Karen said that the EDOM course proposals were orientation and mobility courses that were in the catalog, but the program has been deleted and these courses were now being deleted.  Karen asked if there were any questions about these proposals and there were none.

Karen asked if there were any questions about the MSNR two course proposals.  There were none.

Karen said that there were three business graduate certificate proposals.  She asked if there were any questions about these three proposals.  John asked if there was anything that prompted these certificate proposals.  Terry said there was an employer of a large organization in the area who approached the School of Business about master’s degree employees who may need certificates in other areas.  Terry thanked Karen for her help in completing the forms for the proposals.  Karen asked if the School Business might be doing this often.  Terry said he was not sure, but that these are certificates that can be completed in one semester at our main campus or in Chillicothe.  Mikel said that OT has tremendous need for certificates and might contact Terry for some help with such proposals.  Mike Barnhart said that he too might contact Terry for help with making a certificate proposal for a Conflict Archeology Graduate that might be shared between institutions in Ohio that Dr. Al Azm is working on.  Terry said he would be glad to help.  Ann Marie asked if there was a certain degree to have to go into the certificate.  Terry said that they have to apply to the program and meet the requirements to enter the program.  They will not have to have an MBA to seek these certificates.  Karen asked if once a student completes the certificate if that would be listed on the student’s transcript and the answer was yes.




















Karen said that Erik Larson requested that Graduate Council review the changes to the University Faculty Senate (UFS) Constitution and Bylaws. Erik said that in October to address the UFS executive committee and defining what their role is.  There were also some issues about committees meeting with a quorum and some issues about a majority needed for passing of proposals. After Senate Bill 1, Policy 2.24 emerged and there were some needed alterations in the UFS Constitution and Bylaws about curricular approval process.  He said the alterations to the UFS Constitution and Bylaws proposal updates that the Board of Trustees (BOT) is the ultimate authority of approval, the provost can initiate curricular proposals at the request of the BOT, gives UFS president authority to address the BOT, more fully defines the UFS executive committee in terms of empowering them to do items they have already been doing, requires majority of committee voting for a proposal for passage of the proposal, require chairs and school directors to notify UFS president and committee chair if there is a representative that resigns and empowers chairs and school directors to appoint temporary representatives, specifies that curriculog forms must be completed, quorum is required for committees to meet, and if UFS Bylaws doesn’t indicate how to proceed, Robert’s Rule of Order will be used.  He explained that graduate council will examine the changes today and the distance learning committee, followed by the general education advisory committee, then the educational policy and curriculum committee, then the university faculty senate, then there will be a faculty wide vote on this proposal.  Marc asked if the UFS president’s ability to address the BOT is after BOT decisions.  Erik said yes according to BOT bylaws.  Marc said that it would be nice to have faculty voice at the ASA meetings since the BOT will be voting on curricular issues.  Marc thanked Erik for his summary.  John asked about committees passing proposals without a majority vote.  Erik said that some committees were passing proposal without majority approval or without having a quorum.  John asked for clarification through the example of having nine members present at a meeting which meets the quorum and only 3 people voting on a proposal with two voting for and one against.  Erik said that indicates the proposal passes.  John asked how Erik got involved in the process of these UFS constitution and bylaw changes.  He said that he is the department of natural science representative to UFS and got involved in this proposal due to his interest in ensuring committees had a quorum before being able to pass proposals.  Mike Barnhart complimented Erik on his work to clarify issues within the constitution and bylaws.  Erik said that it is a living document.  Marc asked if rank choice voting would be allowed by these proposed changes.  Erik said yes due to Robert Rules and committees not indicating how votes are to occur.  Mikel said that they had a member retire from her department and UFS was not notified.  Erik indicated that issue was what prompted the bylaw proposed change of notification to UFS for a representative resigning and chairs being able to quickly fill the position with a representative.







Karen said that the next graduate council meeting is on March 18th and that proposals for that meeting needed to be submitted to her by Friday, February 27th due to spring break.  She said that there would be many applications for graduate faculty status renewal.  She said that David has been working with graduate directors to ensure that all graduate faculty applications are submitted by February 27th and encouraged graduate directors to reach out to any faculty whose graduate faculty status is lapsing for their renewal application.  Karen asked that graduate faculty applications be sent to her and David.
David added that the graduate manual indicates graduate faculty status applications are due to directors and chairs by February 15th, but will be accepted until Feb.  27th.

David said that graduate council chair term for Karen is ending this term.  He said that the graduate manual indicates that graduate chair election will be in spring, but that UFS bylaws indicate that the election should occur at the first meeting of the fall.  Karen said we have recently been following the graduate manual spring vote and thought that it would be better to vote in the spring.  Karen said that she has served three terms and thought it might be nice to have someone else be graduate council chair.  There is a yearly three-hour release time for being chair and it looks great on your curriculum vita.  Daivid said that one reason for a fall vote is if we had a new member join graduate council, they could be eligible for a chair with a fall vote.  Adair said that workload would already be determined before fall.  Karen indicated that they could work around workload.  Doug said that he thought is was best for spring election and would be reluctant to vote a new council member as chair.  Karen, John, and David and agreed with a spring vote, but David said that there could be a past council member who becomes a council member again that might be elected in the first term back on the council if there was a fall vote.  Karen said that the UFS constitution should supersede our voting policy. David indicated that there could be two elections to satisfy the UFS bylaws and the graduate manual.  Karen said that we should just ask UFS to change their constitution on the election of the graduate council chair.  John asked if Karen could just make the change to the UFS proposal to indicate the graduate council chair election would be in the spring.  Erik recommended that graduate council make a motion to have the UFS bylaws changed to have the graduate council chair elected in the final meeting of the previous academic year (spring) and Erik can make the changes in the UFS proposal if graduate council approves such a proposal.  

Karen said that she is happy to continue for another two-year term for graduate council chair, but that other nominations are welcomed.  John said he would run for chair if no one else was willing to run, but is more interested in remaining as secretary for graduate council rather than being the chair.

It was announced that Jen Scott is on sabbatical.  Marc Scott is replacing Jen on graduate council while Jen is on sabbatical for this spring semester

Ebenezer Asiaw introduced himself as the new assistant director for graduate and online admissions.
	



Karen motioned that we accept the November 12, 2025 meeting minutes. Terry seconded. Passed unanimously.






Karen motioned to bundle these course proposals.  Adair seconded.  Passed unanimously.

Marc motioned to approve these bundled course proposals.  Mikel seconded.  Passed unanimously.


































Marc motioned for approval of the proposed changes to the constitution and bylaws of the UFS.  Deb seconded.  The proposal passed unanimously.



















































Karen motioned to change the UFS bylaws to move the election of the graduate council chair from the fall to the spring of the preceding year.  Doug seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.  Erik will put that change in the proposed changes to the UFS bylaws.






	Next Graduate Council meeting date:
Respectfully submitted, 

John Whitaker
Graduate School Council Member 
	March 18, 2026

	



