My Resource Is Professional or Scholarly If … 
	Article


	Periodical Article
	· The Ulrich’s International Periodicals Directory database identifies the PERIODICAL in which the article appeared as “Journal; Academic/Scholarly.”  

· I found this article in a subject-specific research database, and/or I limited my search to “peer reviewed,” “scholarly journals,” “academic journals,” etc.
Academic libraries provide subject-specific research databases such as Biological Abstracts, CINAHL, Humanities International Complete, SportDiscus, etc.  See the SSU Library’s list of Databases by Subject.  

	
	Format of the Article / Hallmarks of Scholarly Articles
	· The Article Title very clearly specifies in technical language what the article is about.
· The Authors’ institutional and contact information is provided.
· An Abstract or Summary preceding the text of the article indicates in a nutshell the content of the article.
· The article (especially in the sciences, medical sciences, mathematics, and technology) is written in the IMRD format: 
· I = Introduction (an overview of the topic and information about previous research)

· M = Methods, Methodology, and/or Materials (a description of the investigation that the author undertook)
· R = Results (what the author found out during the investigation; the data the author gathered)
· D = Discussion (the implications of what the data reveal; the author's interpretation of the information gathered.
· A fifth section of text, the Conclusion, may also be included. 
· A Bibliography, a list of the works the author cited in his/her article, is included.  (It may be labeled "References," "Works Cited," "Footnotes," etc.) 

	
	Refereed
	 The article is designated as “peer reviewed,” “refereed,” “juried,” or “blind reviewed.” 
The Ulrich’s International Periodicals Directory database indicates these periodicals by including a field labeled “Refereed.” 

	Book
	References  
	· The book is carefully documented with in-text citations or footnotes that identify the resources the author referenced or relied on for information.

· The book’s bibliography is the list of references cited within the text (as opposed to a list of suggested readings for further information.)  

In academic library catalogs the FULL catalog record will indicate the presence of a bibliography, e.g., “Includes bibliographical references,” but you will need to examine the book to determine if the bibliography is a list of referenced resources.  

	
	Reviews
	The book was reviewed in academic/scholarly journals.  

Use a subject-specific research database such as Biological Abstracts, CINAHL, MEDLINE/PubMed, Humanities International Complete, SportDiscus, etc., to check for reviews of scholarly literature.  

	Conference Paper, Report, Proceeding 
	· Its documentation proves that it was presented at a professional or academic conference. 

· I found this document in a subject-specific research database.

Academic libraries provide subject-specific research databases such as Biological Abstracts, CINAHL, MEDLINE/PubMed, SportDiscus, etc.  See SSU Library’s lists of databases by subject. 
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