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Center for International Programs and Activities (CIPA) Study Abroad Application
CIPA Study Abroad Check List
· Study Abroad Application
· Student Agreements Form
· Short Answer Questions
· Essays (Attached)
· Copy of Passport (Attached, if you have one)
· 1 Faculty Recommendation Form
· 1 Advisor Recommendation Form
· 1 Foreign Language Recommendation Form (For study at non-English institutions only)
Application Deadline:  April 1, 2011
Cost:  Cost can have an important impact on students’ ability to participate in a study abroad program.  Make sure you and your parents are familiar with the policies regarding cost and financial aid.  Upon acceptance to a study abroad program, you will be required to complete a financial declaration form.
Important Notice About Passports:  Passports are required for every Shawnee State University Study Abroad program.  If you do not currently have a valid passport, apply for one immediately upon notification of acceptance.  For information about applying for a passport, go to http://www.travel.state.gov/ and click on Passport.
Regarding Emails:  During the study abroad application and acceptance process, orientation, and your time spent abroad, CIPA will be contacting you through your Shawnee State University email account.  Failure to check your SSU email account  will result in not getting the information you need and in some cases not being able to study abroad.


Application Form
Personal Information
1. Name:____________________________________________________
2. Date of Birth:  Month____ Day____ Year____
3. SSU Student ID Number:______________________
4. Current Address:
Street: ____________________________________________________
City: _________________    State: ____     Zip Code:___________
5. Telephone Number:  Home: (____)-____-_____________
   Cell: (____)-____-_____________
6. Your SSU Email Address:___________________________________
7. List Two People SSU Could Contact in Case of Emergency
Name:____________________________________________
Relationship to Applicant:__________________________
Phone Number:(____)-____-_____________
Email:____________________________________________________
*************************************************************
Name:____________________________________________
Relationship to Applicant:__________________________
Phone Number:(____)-____-_____________
Email:____________________________________________________

8. Name of Program You Wish to Study:____________________________
9. Semester and Year You Wish to Study Abroad:_______________________
Academic Information
10.  Cumulative GPA:________
11.  Major(s):_____________________________________________________
Minor(s):______________________________________________________
12.  Class Rank:   Freshman         Sophomore         Junior         Senior   
13.  Anticipated Date of Graduation:_______________________________
14.  List any foreign language course(s) you have taken:
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
15.  List the references who will be filling out your reference forms.
Academic Advisor: __________________________________________________
Member of Faculty: __________________________________________________
Foreign Language Faculty: ____________________________________________
 	

Student Agreements
Please read each item below carefully, initial each item, and sign at bottom:
_____I have explained to my parents/guardians/significant other that I am applying to study abroad and have discussed with them the billing policy for study abroad programs.
_____I will complete the Financial Declaration form by the date requested if accepted to study abroad.
_____I currently maintain a minimum cumulative GPA of 2.25.  I understand that I must maintain this GPA, or the minimum GPA as determined by my program, in order to participate in a study abroad program.
_____I am currently NOT on academic probation for failure to meet the minimum academic requirements of the university.  I understand that I may not participate in a study abroad program if I am on academic probation.
_____I understand that during my study abroad experience, I must obey the laws, policies and standards of conduct of the host institution where I am studying, of Shawnee State University, and the country in which I am studying.
_____I will permit the University to release my forwarding address while off campus to others who request it (University, students, etc.), and to release my name to other students who are interested in studying abroad.
_____I will participate in the MANDATORY Pre-Departure Orientation upon my acceptance to study abroad.
_____I will complete the “You’re Not In Kansas Anymore” program in the time frame allowed.
_____I grant the University permission to release my records to the Center for International Programs and Activities.
_____I have met with my advisor to discuss my decision to study abroad and understand how studying abroad will affect my course of study.
_____I will have a physical examination, to determine the state of my health, upon my acceptance to study abroad. 
I hereby certify that I have answered the above questions honestly and understand the above Student Agreements.
___________________________________________              ____________________
Signature                                                    SSU ID Number               Date

Essay Questions
Please type the answers to ALL of these questions and attach them to your application, remembering to place your name, the program to which you are applying, and the number of the essay you are answering on all sheets.  Your application will be considered incomplete if the essays are not included.  CIPA reserves the right to reject or return applications which, in our judgment, contain incomplete or insensitive answers.
There is no minimum length and you should write until you feel you have answered the question.  Include reference citation where appropriate.  Each essay must not exceed three pages and should be double spaced with 12 pt type.  

Essay 1: Study abroad programs include experiential learning opportunities in a challenging, cross-cultural environment.  Due to the nature of the study abroad experience, participants should expect a great deal of ambiguity and be comfortable learning and living in an environment where lectures, academic schedules and other activities may change at the last minute.  Please describe an event in your life that demonstrates your ability to handle changing situations in a challenging environment.  
Essay 2:  Please answer the following questions for both the country where you plan to study abroad and for the United States (or your home culture).  You will need to include at least two references for each question.  References may include people (former participants, international students, professors, web sites, magazines, books, etc.  
· What things are considered taboo in this society?
· Who are the country’s most important national heroes and heroines?  Who are the most widely admired public figures today?
· What are some current issues in the country?  How do nationals view this issue? What are the debates surrounding it?
· What is the history of the relationship between this country and the United States?
Essay 3:  Write a letter of introduction to your future roommate.  Please describe yourself, your likes/dislikes, and your interests.  What are your family and home community like?  What accomplishment are you most proud of?




Short Answer Questions
1.  Why did you choose this study abroad program in particular?



2.  How do you see this program complementing or relating to your academic goals at Shawnee State University?  



3.  How do you plan on engaging and exploring the local culture in you place of off-campus study?  Please provide at least two specific examples.



4.  How do you plan on keeping your experience alive upon returning to Shawnee State University?



5.  Please choose one:
· I have NOT traveled outside of the USA.  
· I have traveled outside of the USA to: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


Study Abroad Faculty Reference Form
Applicant: Please complete the top section in blue or black ink and then give this form to your reference.  This form should be given to a member of FACULTY who is able to comment on your qualifications to study abroad.
Program to which you are applying: __________________________________
Applicant Name: _____________________________________
____________________________________                           ________________
Signature							   Date
Reference:  This student has listed you as a campus reference on his/her application for study abroad.  We value your assessment of the above-mentioned applicant for study abroad in relation to the characteristics listed.  Your candid and thorough comments are an integral part of our evaluation, and we will not review the candidate’s application without the benefit of your reference.  Upon completion, please return to the Center for International Programs and Activities in a sealed envelope by April 1, 2011.
Name of person providing reference: _____________________________________
Position: _______________________      Department: __________________________
Email: ______________________           Phone Number: (____)-_____-____________

How long have you known this applicant? ___________________________
In what capacity? ____________________________________________________
Please rate the applicant on the following:
		                    Poor                          Excellent
Academic stability                1       2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Emotional stability                1       2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Contribution to class             1       2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe 
Reliability                              1       2       3      4        5      	No opportunity to observe 
Self-discipline and patience  1       2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Ability to adapt                     1       2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Communication skills           1       2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe

Does applicant have any particular strength(s) that may serve him/her in a cross-cultural experience? 


Does applicant have any particular weaknesses that may challenge him/her in a cross-cultural experience? 


Assess this applicant’s general seriousness toward his/her academic program of study.


Give us your personal perspective on how the applicant will benefit from this study abroad experience.  


Describe the applicant’s ability to get along and work with people from diverse cultures.



Recommend: ____Without Reservation   ____With Reservation (Specify) ____  Do Not Recommend (Specify) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Check here if you prefer to discuss this reference further.
______________________________________                          _______________
Faculty’s Signature       					                                      Date

Study Abroad Advisor Reference Form
Applicant: Please complete the top section in blue or black ink and then give this form to your reference.  This form should be given to your ADVISOR who is able to comment on your qualifications to study abroad.
Program to which you are applying: __________________________________
Applicant Name: _____________________________________
____________________________________                           ________________
Signature							   Date
Reference:  This student has listed you as a campus reference on his/her application for study abroad.  We value your assessment of the above-mentioned applicant for study abroad in relation to the characteristics listed.  Your candid and thorough comments are an integral part of our evaluation, and we will not review the candidate’s application without the benefit of your reference.  Upon completion, please return to the Center for International Programs and Activities in a sealed envelope by April 1, 2011.
Name of person providing reference: _____________________________________
Position: _______________________      Department: __________________________
Email: ________________________          Phone Number: (____)-____-______________

How long have you known this applicant?___________________________
In what capacity?____________________________________________________
Please rate the applicant on the following:
		                    Poor                          Excellent
Academic ability                   1        2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Emotional stability                1        2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Contribution to class             1        2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe 
Reliability                              1       2        3      4       5      	No opportunity to observe 
Self-discipline and patience  1        2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Ability to adapt                     1        2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe
Communication skills           1        2       3       4       5      	No opportunity to observe

Does applicant have any particular strength(s) that may serve him/her in a cross-cultural experience? 


Does applicant have any particular weaknesses that may challenge him/her in a cross-cultural experience? 


Assess this applicant’s general seriousness toward his/her academic program of study.


Give us your personal perspective on how the applicant will benefit from this study abroad experience.  


Describe the applicant’s ability to get along and work with people from diverse cultures.



Recommend: ____Without Reservation   ____With Reservation (Specify) ____  Do Not Recommend (Specify) 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
1. Check here if you prefer to discuss this reference further.
______________________________________                          _______________
Advisor’s Signature       					                                      Date



Study Abroad Foreign Language Reference Form
For Study at Non-English Institutions Only

Applicant: Please complete the top section in blue or black ink and then give this form to your reference.  This form should be given to a FACULTY MEMBER who is able to comment on your ability to communicate in a FOREIGN LANGUAGE.  
Program to which you are applying: ___________________________________
Applicant Name: _______________________________________
____________________________________                           ________________
Signature								        Date
Reference:  This student has listed you as a foreign language reference on his/her application for study abroad.  We value your assessment of the above-mentioned applicant for study abroad in relation to the characteristics listed.  Your candid and thorough comments are an integral part of our evaluation, and we will not review the candidate’s application without the benefit of your reference.  Upon completion please return to the Center for International Programs and Activities in a sealed envelope by April 1, 2011.
Name of person providing reference: _____________________________________
Position: _____________________     Department: _________________________
Email: _______________________    Phone Number: (____)-____-____________

How long have you known this applicant? ___________________________
In what capacity?  ____________________________________________________

Language Evaluated: ________________________________
Evaluation is based on:	
· Classroom observation/interaction
· Interaction session of 15 minutes



Please rate the student’s foreign language competency in the following areas:
				    Unable to Judge	Elementary	Intermediate	Advanced
Listening Comprehension	
Speaking Competency
Reading Comprehension
Writing Competency

Will this student have achieved intermediate competency by the end of the term before departure?
· Yes, language competency is advanced
· Yes, language competency is adequate
· No, language competency is inadequate for successful study
Based on your knowledge of the applicant please comment on his/her linguistic ability to participate in and profit from studying in another country.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Check here if you prefer to discuss this reference further

______________________________________                          _______________
Language Faculty’s Signature      					            Date
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