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[image: image1.wmf]Congratulations, Honors Graduates!!!

We are pleased to announce that this year brings with it the very first group of students at Shawnee State University to graduate with Honors.  This year we have four commendable students who have met the criteria needed in order to graduate with Honors, and we would like to take this opportunity to congratulate them on behalf of the Honors Program for their educational accomplishments.  

This year’s Honors Graduates are:

· Tracey L. Leo

· Jennifer Phillips

· Sarah Tingler

· Sarah Walke

Congratulations to each of you for being part of the first group of Honors Graduates here at Shawnee.  We wish all of you a bright and exciting future.  
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Coming This Fall…
We are pleased to announce that beginning this Fall, there will be an Honors section offered for ARTH 101—Introduction to Art.  In this class, students focus on the nature and purposes of art as seen both in historical and contemporary works, and will cover a broad range of art from different genres and cultures.  Much of the class is based on discussion so that everyone can participate and enjoy the class no matter what their major may be.  The class will be taught by Isabel Graziani, and will be listed as Section 08 under the Art History list of available courses.  Those interested should note that the class is scheduled for Mondays and Wednesdays from 2:00-3:50 pm.  

Also, ENGL111 will again be offering Honors sections this Fall.  Here is a list of the different sections to choose from:  
· ENGL111, Section 12 will be taught by Dr. Harris-Fain and will be on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 10:00-11:50 am.  
· ENGL111, Section 53 will be taught by Dr. Flavin on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00-5:50 pm.  
In addition to these, Dr. Tim Scheurer is going to be instructing Section 51 of IDST225S this Fall.  In this intriguing Civilization and Literature class, students will study some of the masterpieces that have highly influenced Western culture and thought.  Some of the major works discussed include The Iliad, The Odyssey, Tartuffe, and Dante’s Inferno.  This class will be offered to students on Tuesday evenings from 6:00—9:50 pm.    
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 And Now, A Word From Our Honors Students!!!

Recently I approached a few Honors students here at Shawnee and asked them to fill out a questionnaire I had created in order to see what students consider to be the strengths of our Honors Program.  The list consisted of seven short-response questions, and I have chosen to include in this newsletter three of the responses I received.  I would like to also extend a special thanks to Terry Hapney for helping me with this project.  
Name: Elaine Wilson

Rank (Freshman, Sophomore, etc.): Senior (third year)

Major:  AYA Integrated Language Arts with a Linguistics Minor and Deaf Studies Certificate

What do you enjoy most about being an Honors student?

Honors scholarship and being able to register for classes on the first day (with seniors)

In what ways do you feel that taking Honors classes has benefited you?

Ideally, when the classes are filled with only Honors students, the discussions are usually more beneficial to learning.   Additionally, I have developed good relationships with my instructors due directly to my involvement with the Honors Program.

What has been the most interesting Honors class you have taken so far?

IDST399 with Dr. Scheurer explored special topics related to traveling or a journey.  I enjoyed that because it was very small (under 10 people) and our assignments were very practical.

What other classes at Shawnee would you like to see offer an Honors section?

When the Honors classes are limited to just GEP courses, students are often off track from the beginning and cannot rearrange their schedule to coordinate with the course offerings.  For example, my ENGL111 transferred as a post-secondary class from another university so I didn’t have to take the Honors ENGL111 in the fall.  By the time 112 and 115 were offered as Honors I had already taken them and missed out on the sequence of English courses (that’s three classes that I could have taken as Honors).  Many people express the same frustration because they received credit for 111 in a high school AP English class.  If more courses other than GEP were offered as Honors more students would remain in the program!  It would be nice to see more humanities or social sciences (psychology classes or literature classes) offered as honors.

Name: Jené Wright
Rank (Freshman, Sophomore, etc.): Senior
Major: BA in English Humanities with a Teaching Licensure for grades 7-12
What do you enjoy most about being an Honors student?

What I like most about being an Honors student is the perks: early registration, trips, and other benefits make the program enjoyable.  I also like the camaraderie.  

In what ways do you feel that taking Honors classes has benefited you?

It’s been wonderful to have the opportunity to take more challenging courses – you feel as though you are learning more by doing so.  I also think it gives graduate school bound students a competitive edge.

What has been the most interesting Honors class you have taken so far?

The most interesting honors course I’ve taken so far has been Dr. Tim Scheurer’s IDST 399: Voyages of Discovery.  In his course we examined travel literature, viewed films, and read The Odyssey.  

What other classes at Shawnee would you like to see offer an Honors section?

I would like to see more unique course offerings in the sciences and humanities.  

Name: Jennifer Phillips
Rank (Freshman, Sophomore, etc.): Senior
Major: English
What do you enjoy most about being an Honors student?

I enjoy being in classes with other motivated students.
In what ways do you feel that taking Honors classes has benefited you?

The Honors classes I have taken have posed challenges, and have also included more thorough discussions of class material.

What has been the most interesting Honors class you have taken so far?

The Jr. Honors Symposium has been the most interesting class I have taken so far.

What other classes at Shawnee would you like to see offer an Honors section?

I would like to have had more than just General Education classes.
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