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Have you heard about the new Honors Office? 
As of February 2005, all Honors students now have the privilege of visiting our Honors office to voice any questions, comments, or complaints that they may have about the Honors Program.  The Honors office is located in the Annex of Massie Hall, Room 123, and the telephone number is ext. 3586.  The office is intended to provide information to students enrolled in Honors courses who are interested in learning about special opportunities (such as trips and scholarships) that are available to them.  
In addition, the office also serves as a permanent, accessible location where students can come and find answers to general questions that they may have about the program.  It was created with the intent to help promote communication between the students, and therefore I, (Taryn Malone—a fellow student), am working in the office.  I graduated from South Webster High School and am an English major who enjoys reading and writing poetry and prose.  Feel welcome to stop in and meet with me to discuss upcoming trips, events, or even courses that correlate with the Honors Program. 
Please remember that the Honors office was created for the sole purpose of being of benefit to the student population—that means you.  We are here to listen to your suggestions, questions, and problems, and in order for this office (not to mention your education) to fully reach its potential, it is critical that you as students use these and other facilities offered to you.  It is of utmost importance to us that you get the most you possibly can out of your education here at Shawnee State University.  
In addition, please note that our Director, Chip Poirot, is always available if anyone has any questions about program requirements, substitutions, or administrative matters.

Hope to see you soon!

--Taryn L. Malone    

Spring Quarter Honors Offerings…           
ENG 115S, Section 17; TR 12:00-2:00 Instructor: Dr. Jim Flavin                      

IDST 227, Section 01; MW 2:00-4:00 Instructor: Dr. Tim Scheurer
IDST490S, Section 55; MW 4:00-6:00 Instructor: Dr. Chip Poirot

Composition and Literature
(ENG 115S, Section 17; TR 12:00-2:00 Instructor: Dr. Jim Flavin)         

Dr. Flavin’s Composition and Literature class was designed to provide Honors students with a more challenging and rewarding introduction to the relationship between literature and composition.  
Civilization and Literature 3
(IDST 227, Section 01; MW 2:00-4:00 Instructor: Dr. Tim Scheurer)                        
Dr. Scheurer’s Civilization and Literature class will be focusing exclusively on 20th Century world literature.  He will cover the major culture area, and the readings will include poetry and short stories from volume five of the Norton Anthology of World Literature.  In addition, the class will be reading the graphic novel Persopolis and the Japanese manga book Tsubasa by CLAMP.  There will also be a viewing of films from South America, Iran, and Japan (or possibly China/Taiwan). 

Senior Honors Seminar Theme for Spring 2005 Quarter
 (IDST490S, Section 55, MW 4:00-6:00 Instructor: Dr. Chip Poirot)
Senior Honors Seminar spring quarter will explore the theme of Science and Culture. Science claims to speak with authority on many issues. As such, it has a privileged place in our culture. Some argue that science is independent of culture while others assert that science is just another aspect of culture. These debates are reflected in various ways. In Senior Honors Seminar this quarter we will explore how conflicts surrounding the theory of evolution reflect this division. We will consider different models of science and critiques of evolution from both secular and religious viewpoints.

Students will be expected to contribute to discussions every class section on the basis of assigned readings. My role will be to guide and suggest and to occasionally fill in gaps in students’ knowledge. However, since this is a seminar, students must take the responsibility and initiative for themselves.

 In addition, students will write (per normal Senior Seminar requirements) a 20 page argumentative essay on a topic of controversy that is relevant to the theme of Science and Culture. This paper must take account of opposing viewpoints. Students will also present their findings in a formal oral presentation to the class.

Some topics that we will explore that students could write on are:
· Are Scientific claims to knowledge the only valid claim to knowledge?

· Is there only one way of being Scientific?

· Are Science and Religion opposed? If so, should one take precedence over the other?

· Is Science a reflection of the views of privileged groups in society?

· Are there different “ways of knowing” for different groups in a given culture, or for different cultures?

· Can we know things that happened in the past?

· Can religious based theories such as Intelligent Design or Creationism be scientific?

· Is there a real Scientific controversy about evolution?

· Should challenges to evolution be taught in public schools as Science?
· Do secular and religious critics of Science share some common goals and views?
Please note that this list is suggestive, not exhaustive. Any topic that deals with any issue of relevance to Science and Culture may be a topic for a Senior Seminar paper.                         
Attention All Graduating Seniors!!  A Note from Dr. Poirot
I still haven’t heard from graduating seniors.

Thus far only three students scheduled to graduate have come to me to discuss their eligibility to receive an Honors Certificate. I personally believe there are many more than three students who have fulfilled the requirements. I believe students who have done the work deserve to be recognized.

If you have been in the Honors Program, are graduating and believe you deserve recognition, please see me by the end of this quarter, or contact me at cpoirot@shawnee.edu. 

A Request for Everyone in the Honors Program

In order to receive this and other important news and updates regarding the Honors Program, please make sure that we have the e-mail address that you use most often.  If you are receiving this at an inconvenient address and would like it to be sent to another, please mail your current address to malonet@shawnee.edu.  Thanks!
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